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Guidelines for Approval of Research Proposals

If you are planning to do a health research project that involves Alaska Native / American Indian people in the Anchorage bowl and the Matanuska-Susitna Valley, or any of the 60 villages in the Anchorage Service Unit, the Southcentral Foundation (SCF) Board of Directors must review and approve it before you begin your data collection.  

Southcentral Foundation is an Alaska Native-owned and managed tax-exempt regional health corporation operating under the tribal authority of Cook Inlet Region, Inc.   Southcentral Foundation works to improve the health and well-being of Alaska Native and American Indian people through the development and implementation of comprehensive, relationship-based health-related services that meet changing needs and empower individuals and families to take charge of their lives.

Southcentral Foundation assures that all research that involves Alaska Native / American Indian people in the Anchorage bowl and the Matanuska-Susitna Valley meets the highest ethical standards and is conducted in a way that is respectful of the rights of the Alaska Native people and their culture.  To ensure this happens, Southcentral Foundation has a number of standard stipulations that must be followed.  Researchers must agree in advance to these stipulations.  They are listed below:

1. The researcher shall inform SCF promptly of any significant changes to the research plan.

2. The researcher shall present the findings to the participants and to SCF upon completion of the analyses.

3. The final report from the study must be reviewed by SCF before it is completed.

4. Any abstract describing results of this research shall be submitted to SCF for final approval before submission for presentation at a conference.

5. Any manuscript describing results of this research shall be submitted to SCF for final approval before submission for publication.

6. The researcher shall abide by the HIPAA Privacy Act.  This includes obtaining a signed authorization from any person whose medical records will be reviewed, or a waiver of authorization from the SCF Privacy Board.

Researchers who agree to these stipulations should do the following:

1. Send a one-page description of your research idea to the Medical Director for Research for concept approval.  This is important because there are sensitive issues that may not be appropriate for research, and you will save yourself a lot of time and energy by obtaining concept approval before beginning the project. The Medical Director for Research can be reached at 907-729-4955.

2. Research proposals must next be submitted to the Alaska Area Institutional Review Board (IRB) for approval.  To learn about the IRB requirements, contact Ms. Terry Powell, Administrator of the IRB, at 907-729-3924.

3. After IRB approval has been obtained, if the research project involves the Alaska Native Medical Center (ANMC) in any way (e.g., review of medical records or RPMS, use of primary care center or hospital facilities, etc) it must be reviewed by the ANMC Abstract / Manuscript / Proposal Review Committee (AMP).  To begin this review, send the IRB-approved protocol to the Research Director, Southcentral Foundation. If the research project involves Alaska Native people in the Anchorage bowl and/or the Matanuska Valley, the proposal must be reviewed and approved by the Southcentral Foundation Board of Directors.  

4. The first stage of proposal review is by the Executive Committee of the Southcentral Foundation Board of Directors.  This Committee will review a summary of the proposed research and make a recommendation for approval or disapproval.

5. If the Executive Committee recommends disapproval, the researcher will be notified and allowed to make other arrangements.

6. If the Executive Committee recommends approval, the Southcentral Foundation Board of Directors will review and make a recommendation for approval or disapproval.  The Board of Directors meeting will usually be about 4 weeks after the Executive Committee meeting.

7. The researcher will be notified in writing of the decision of the Board of Directors.

Timelines

Dates of 2007 SCF Executive Committee meetings

(All dates are tentative and subject to change)


Meeting



Abstract due date
March 6



due to Research Director Feb 20
May 8




due to Research Director Apr 24

July 10




due to Research Director June 26

Sept 11



due to Research Director Aug 28

Nov 13




due to Research Director Oct 30

Please allow at least 3 months for review of your research proposal.  
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Cover Sheet

Date:

Project Title:

Researcher:

Title / Organizational Affiliation:

Street Address: 

City:

State:

Phone:

FAX:

E-mail:
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ITEMS REQUIRED for proposal review:

1. Cover Sheet (see attached)

2. Research proposal

3. Support letters (if applicable)

4. Copies of approval letter(s) from Institutional Review Board(s) and/or Privacy Board(s)
5. Project budget (if applicable)

Submit to:

Southcentral Foundation

ATTN:  Medical Director Research
Suite 200

4501 Diplomacy Drive

Anchorage, AK 99508

Phone: 907-729-4955
FAX:   907-729-5464
